Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County’s Alliance for Youth

Planning Committee Meeting

October 18, 2013
Attendees:  Audrey Clauson-Family Connections, Julie Florian-Harrison County,  Joni Griffin-AMP, Butch Lecuona-Community Ed Foundation, Jo Lightner-Visiting Nurse Association, Heather Loutzenhiser-Promise Partners, Jessie Lusero-HFS, Joyce Mahl-CCR&R, Jordan Morse-WIC, Melissa Nation-DHS, Susan Pawloski-LFS, Erin Planap-Iowa Legal Aid, Theresa Pruitt-Children’s Square, Patricia Russmann-Promise Partners, Natalie Samson-Boys Town, Jim Schalley-JCS, Kaleigh Rogers-Square One, Amy Rommel-GHAEA, Judy Showers-Promise Partners, Jessica Simons-Promise Partners, Dave Smith-Trailblazers, Leslie Wade-DHS 
Coordinated Intake for Family Support:
Kris Wood, WIC Director wanted to thank everyone for the opportunity to attend this meeting.  WIC is managing the Coordinated Intake program at their office through funding from this Board.  Clients are given the opportunity to receive information from the various programs in the area and referring them to the appropriate program to fit their needs for home visitation.  Jordan Morse has been hired as the Coordinated Intake Specialist; we are fortunate that she has worked in the county and is so familiar with all of the programs in our community.  Jordan has been in the position for a month now. Jordan reviewed the intake form that is utilized to get information from clients.  To date we have served 109 individuals in Coordinated Intake although not all of them agree or follow through with the services. 

Secure and Nurturing Families Update:
Susan Pawloski and Leslie Wade distributed information on 2 indicators:
· Child abuse rate

· % of children and youth in out-of-home placement

Story behind the curve:

· Cuts/high case loads

· Legislative changes in the definition of child abuse

· Funding/budget cuts

· Sustained prevention programs

· Economic decline

· Re-abuse rate

· 2009 report: meth use/adults increase 

· 2010 meth use decreased
· Changes in collecting data

· Push to not utilize out of home care when possible

· Safety services increased

· DHS/more CINA cases-keeping kids in home

· Permanency Round Table began

· Change in how placements counted

Recommended Strategies:

· Educating community on mandatory reporting and general reporting. (Differential response.)

· What should be reported to law enforcement

· Support funding of childhood child abuse prevention programming

· Ensuring that families most in need of prevention services are engaging in prevention programming

· Training (mandatory vs. community)

Workgroup is working on:

· Getting a representative from the health care field – i.e. nurse, hospital social worker, ER, Dan McGinn

Community Training Opportunity:

Tisha Moore shared the Board has approved that Promise Partners bring Michael Brandwein to Council Bluffs to facilitate 2 workshops in December.  Parent Engagement is one workshop and the group chose “Why Don’t You Behave?!’” for the second session.
Agency Announcements/Community News:

Deb Weilage-FAMILY Inc. is hosting a car set check on Wednesday, October 23, 2013 @ ISD Careers Building, 3501 Harry Langdon Blvd. in Council Bluffs from 3:30-6:00 pm.  Call 712-256-9566 ext. 215 to schedule an appointment.  Flyers are available. 

Jo Lightner-VNA reminder to get a flu shot.

Susan Pawloski-LFS annual fundraiser Wicker & Wine event on November 7, 2013 from 5:00-7:30 pm @ the Mid America Center
Erin Planap-Iowa Legal Aid is asking for referrals for the Youth Link Program.  She meets with youth aging out of foster care.  Contact information:

Email: eplanap@iowalaw.org
Phone:  800-432-9229 ext. 1243

Joni Griffin-AMP is asking for referrals for Community Based Family Team Meetings.    
The families cannot be involved with DHS.  Email Patricia for more information prussmann@cbcsd.org
Dave Smith-Trailblazers is delivering 2500 pumpkins to Council Bluffs Schools. 
Julie Florian-Harrison County is offering free patches, gums, and lozenges to youth 12-17 without parental consent to stop smoking.

Tisha Moore-Promise Partners on Saturday, November 2, 2013 @ Mall of the Bluffs from 10:00am-3:00pm is the Tummies to Toddlers Event.  Flyers are available.  If you are interested in a booth please contact Cindy Bunten:

Email:  cindy.bunten@nonpareilonline.com
Phone:  712-325-5676

Website:  www.tummiestotoddlers.com
Heather Loutzenhiser-Promise Partners is seeking application for Community Networking Grants.  These grants are up to $2,000.00 and applications are due by 11:59PM on November 1st.  The project time frame is December 1 through May 31.  Contact Heather for more information:

Email:  hloutzenhiser@cbcsd.org
Phone:  712-256-9920

Jessie Simons-Promise Partners brought copies of the Youth & Family Committee’s calendar.  Operation Medicine Cabinet is Saturday, October 26 from 10:00am-2:00pm @ Walgreens, 535 East Broadway in Council Bluffs.  Flyers are available.

Result/Indicator Task Teams:

The balance of the meeting was spent working on Result/Indicators in small groups.  The small groups also reported their progress.
Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Showers, Administrative Assistant

